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Doctrinal. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


apres DISSERTATION---NO. 1, 


‘4nd ye will not come unto me, that ye might have 
life.” St. “John, v. 40. 
This interesting portion of the divine testimony was ar d- 
ayessed by the Saviour to his religious opposers, during 
his pei sonal ministry. In the verse preceding the text, he 
ad mits, (by a correct t ‘auslation) that they searched the 
ptures, W hich testified of himself. But from the re- 
nate which we have read, it is evident, they read the 
-ritings of Moses and the prophets, with a design to dis- 
ee the truth of his religion and the divinity of his mis- 
sion. They were actuated by similar motives that those 
are, Who now admit the Messiahship of Je esusy but “search 
te scriptures’ >to prove that he is nof * the Saviour of the 
world.” If the Jews had spent halfthe time in examin- 
ing the divine record, with a desire to find Jesus to be the 
promised Shiloh, that they did to disprove that truth, they 
would probably have discovered convincing evidence ; 
ani so would modern professors be convinced ofthe truth 
ofimpartial salvation, if they would study the holy scrip- 
tures, With a merciful desire to be convinced of that heav- 
cily and consolatory truth. The adversaries of oui Sa- 
viour occasionally attended his pubtic teaching ; but like 
too many others, it was for the secret purpose of misrep- 
resenting the most important points in his doctrine, before 
those who were less enlightened or tiberal than them- 
elves; and who, of course, would vot hear himat all. 
Of such, it might with proprie ty be said, “ ye will not 
come unto me, that ye might have life.” They woul dea 
themselves to any inconvenience rather than to racer 
ie from the friend and saviour of Sinners. Though we 
nicht enlarge on the meaning of ceming to Christ, and 
show that it implies a cheerful and voluntary assent to 
tae truth of his religion and the divinity of his * ission, a 
measurable compliance with his commands, and faith in 
the future, immortal life, threugh him manifested, yet. 
there is another point which a appears to reg uire more 
vecial consideration. Yea, further : though it coull be 
satisfactorily shown that, the life which unbelievers re- 
cl embraces the various blessings of the gospel dispen- 
sation, which, in contra distinction to the law, is called 
“the ministration of life,” instead of * death ;”’ of * justi- 
fication” instead of *condemnation,” and that those who 
receive itare represented as “passing from death unto 
ile, ” and as “coming forth to the resurrection of life : 
feasting on the ambrosia of christianity , * the bread of 
ufe that cometh down from heaven”’—drinking the nec ta- 
sous draught “of the pure river of the water “of life,” and 
walking in the light of him, whose light is the life of the 
sold, we rather choose to leave those topics for the pri- 
vate meditation of readers, and procee! to answer the gra- 
tuitous, important question—* How will Goa dispose of 
such, as do. not, in this life, come to the Saviour as before 
e<plained ? A qu :estion of greater importance, to ciea- 
ices destined to a future, immortal existence, canuoct be 
oposed. It not only concerns us, who have arisen to 
‘ie age of maturity, and are favored w ith the means of re- 
tious instruction, but the question takes into the account, 
» destiny of infant millions and heathen myriads,whose 
fXistence is ofas wuch wo.th, as our own. Peradven- 
‘wre there may not be a few, who will read these remarks, 
‘hat have followed infant children to the grave, before 
there was a possibility of their complying with any requi- 
‘tions of the gospel ; and it would be injustice to them, to 
“ut Our eyes upon the subject, so far as they are con- 
cened, and sing our hea ts to rest, with the old tune, “irs it 
“They ave in the han: is of a merciful God, and he will d 
ao nN no injustice.” It would argue ignorance and stu- 
bility not to discover that, the same is true of every oth- 
*r person, as well ofthem. Allour children and friends, 
“ whatever age, are, whether in this, orin a future state, 
ithe hands of a * merciful God,” and he will not do 
‘ve of them injustice, more than another. Hence we 
shtput ourselves to no trouble to ascertain what would 
‘the probable destiny of any of them, ifthe old eva 
“on, above mentioned, were satisfactory. The fact i- 
“iat not one of those who are called away, before th 
“e Capable of discriminating between truth and e:r 
Nave ever come to Jesus, in the sense, ia Which the words 
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are empioyed in the above text. They @ever obeyed his 
commands or believed his religion, and of course, are not 
entitled to the rewards of believers. The question, then 
is, What disposition will God make of them? Examive 
this point with care. 

But those heathen nations, who never fgard of the Sa- 
viour’s advent, never did or eould come ‘to him. in an 
evangelical sense. Therefore, in what manneg will Dei- 
ty dispose of them, in eternity ? Give yourself time to re- 
fiect upon this, also. 

Inthe next place, let us inquire, what proportion of 
those who have been favored with a revelation from God, 
have come to Jesus, by denying themselves, taking up 
their cross, and following him whithersoever he goeth, 
We shall find on examination that, but comparatively 
have ever professed bis name before 
men, and, that, probably, but a smal! part of that sinall 
number, have been at heart, what they professed to be, 
with their lips. Hence. by a fair coagtibtation of the 
subject, it will be evident that, not more than one, 
outofa thousand, who have as yet existed on the carth, 
have ever come to Jesus, as the gospel requires. The 
question, therefore, amounts to this, Will gil those be for- 
ever miserable in eternity, whe have notein this world, 
complied with the gospel requisitions ? Reader, it is im- 
possible that you should be prepared to answer this ques- 
tion in the affirmative. When things are presented in 
their proper light, no christian can swallow so monstrous 
an absurdity. Can a rattayul mind assent to the cruel 
idea, thatthe Judge of all the earth, who doeth right,wil! 
consign those of whom we first spake, to the fury of devils, 
by them to be tormented eternally ? Impagsible. Serip- 
ture, reason and humanity, revolt at the shocking senti- 
ment. ; E 
We may approach the subject, how etre on another 
side, and solve the difficulty by answering td our own sat- 
isfaction, the question, Which will finalty prevail, the well 
of those who did not come to Jesus, or the will of God 
who called them to salvation by the gospel ? It will stand 
thus; If God abandons his own will, and suffers that of 
his enemies, finally to triumph, the doctrine of their final 
destruction may be true; but, if He does all things ac- 
cording to his pleasure, and causes them ultimately to 
bow and subinit to his will, the doctrine of their final felic- 
ity must be true. To say more, on that point, for the 
we'll informed and candid reader, would be superfluous. 

But the foregoing remarks are designed, principally, to 
exercise the mind of imquirers, on a subject of which so 
much advantage is taken by the advecates for error, and 
that the conviction, arising fiom a direct appeal to the 
scriptures, may be the more deep and lasting. The lan- 
guage of revelation setlles this pot, to a demonstration. 
— The-teue Witness declares, © The Father loveth the 
Son and hath given all things into his hand. All thatthe 
Father giveth me, shall come unto me; and him that 
cometh unto me,] will in no wise cast out.” That the 
above testimony cannot be tue, if it be a fact. as has 
been supposed, that the greatest part of all which was 
given to Jesus, shall never so come to him, as to be sav- 
el, is indisputably evident. We do not dispute but that 
the opposers of Christ, of whom it was said, * Ye will nor 
come unto me that ye might have life,” were the subjects 
of chastisement, so far as their rejection of him was the 
result of voluntary choice ; and that their punishment 
was designed to subdue their obduracy and humble thei: 
pride ; but we cannot admit their endless exclusion from 
the blessings of his reign, without contradicting, expressly, 
the positive declarations, of the Son of God: to do which, 
we could hope, none are disposed. 

The will of God must finally prevail in the overthrow 
of all ervor, the reduction of all me osition, and the sub- 
jection of all wills to his own. And, says Jesus, this is 
the will of the Father, that, of all which he hath given, I 
should lose nothing, but aise it up at the last day.” “And 
[,if [ be lifted up from the earth, will draw ail men unto 
we.” An maprced apostle has asse.ted the same truth, 
iu differentephraseolooy * For he (God) hath put all 
things under his (Christ’s) feet. But when hie saith, al! 
thing gs are put under eer it is manifest that he is exc ‘pt- 

I, which did put all things under bim. And when all 
things shall be subdued tinto hii, then shall the Son also 

ipself, be subjected to Him that put all things unde: 
im, that God may be all, in all.” Here we Jearn from 
 head-qua ters of eternal truth, in what manner God 
will ultimately dispose of his erring and disobedient of- 
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spring. The manner of administration varies aceordi: le 
to the different moral character which the ‘y forms but th; 

ultimatum is the same, bei: 1¢ the subjection and reconeii- 
jation of things to himself, through the mediation of his 
dear Son. The very idea of such reconciliation, implies 
a voluntary, cheerful and filial obedience to the holy and 
verfect law of love ; for Gopis Lovn. TITUS. 
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FOR THE CURISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


RSA LIST." 


FRIENDLY INTIMATIONS TO “11 UNITE} 


Sirn—I have been favored with the perusal of most, if 


not all of the past nombers of the Intelligencer, volume 
fourth, and have seen many things Which are well worth 
one’s attention, among which | reckon the controversy 
between a “ Calvinist” and the “ Universalist One rea- 
son why J should recommend a careful examination ci 
that, is, because it | ‘trays the weakness of both their sys- 
tems. Calvinism I have always viewed, as one of the 
most cruel and absurd doctrines that could be invented, 
It cannot be better described than in the “fitly chosen 
words” of father Wesley,—* It represents the most hols 
God as worse than the devil, as both more false. more 
cruel, and more unjust. More false, because the devil, li- 
ar as he is, hath never said he willeth all men to be sav- 
ed; more unjust, because the devil cannot if he would, 
be guilty of such injustice as you ascribe to God, when 
you say, that God condemns millioms of souls to eve;- 
lasting fire, &c. for continuing in sing which for want of 
grace he will not give them, they cannot avoid; and more 
cruel, because that disobedient spirit. seeketh vest, and 
findeth none; so that his own restless suffering is a kind 
of temptation to him to seduce and injure others. Bur 
you [C alvinists] s ay, you will prove it by seripture. Hold! 
What will you prove by scripture’ that God is worse 
than the devil? It cannot be; whatever the scripture 
proves, it cannot prove this; I say it nevercan.” Such 
were the views which father Wesley entertained of Cal- 
vinism, and all real Method ts ace of the same opinior. 
That doctrine is worse that Universalism. Butt have a 
few things to intimate to you, which I hope may, by the 
blessing of God, be of no smal) advante ice to your precious 
soul, as well as to others. 

Are you not aware, Sir, that your doctrine is the of+ 
spring of the Calvinist doctrine? I think you imust be; 
for one of your authors calls his system, * Calvinism Jin- 
proved.” Well, it is better than the old sort of Calvin- 
ism; or, the child ts not so bad as its parent, but both 
prrtake of the same blood. I want you to think on this 
point, and come to some rational conclusion. Give up 
your improved Calvinism. 

Though you have taken your opposer on his own 
ground, and made him send you an embassage, desiring 
conditions of peace, 1 wish to just intimate, that you 
ought net to indulge in much pride, for having worsted en 
old man, whose eyes were already more than half open- 
edi, to see the absurdities of a doctrine which makes God 
worse than the devil. The victory cannot be called great, 
though L admit you managed the argument inge niously, 
'f your object had been, to prove, that men are account- 
able to God. and will be rewarded according to their 
works. not according to Chrisl’s works, IT should hays 
heen more pleased. Bot instead of that, you seem deter- 
inined to prove the doctrine which was preached in Para- 

e, Ye shal) not surely die. You make the hearts of 
the righteous sad, by promising life to the wicked. You 
cry, Peace, peace, to the wicked, when God says, there ig 
no peace. Do think upon your daring conduct. How 
dare you contradict the oath of God? Do you expect he 
would hold you guiltless, when you come before his 
throne? O, reme mabe r, God is not mocked. 

If] knew \ who I was writing to, | should know better 
whatto say: but I fear you have too much head relizion. 
You depend on the doings of Christ for salvation. and yor 
on doing what Christ has required. You expect to 
be justified by proxy. But take heed to yourself; for ij 
you are righteous by proxy, and not personally, so y 
may be saved by proxy, and go to heaven by proxy.while 
you are personally uuboly, in hell. 

But I say this, not to charge you with being unholy 
my design is, to give you a few friendly intimations. 1 
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buave no right to judge, either strangers or acquaintance ; 
ner do | wish to. My own sins are enough to occupy my 
attention aud censure. I feel inysell to ‘be a poor guilty ~ 
sinver and must sink to hell, if I did not cry to God 
me: rciful | tome asinner. We have all come short of 

raise : THE REV 

gio.y of God, and Come snort ol doling our a uly every 


of our lives. O, my friend, do try to fly to the Sevi a 
for help; for he is the only refuge to which we can ilce 
aud be safe. 


ARMINIUS 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELILAGENCER. 


‘ NOTORIUS ” REMARKS, &c. 





OBSERVATIONS ON 


It is now some more than a vear, since I beganto read 
those religious publications waich | could conveniently 
Gltain, that supported the seutiments of final, univeisal 
bliss. No mancen have a stronger desire than I, to em-} 
areee mat doctrine, if it be the doctrine of the Bible. But 
how am »L to know whether the Scriptures teach that sen- 
Lise nt ornot? o6 Volo: 7S. it appea rs, has discovered a 


* method.” which, in hi Opinion, will render further dis- | 


putation unnecessary. But I am notso well pleased with 


' 
i 
the proposed plan. [faim unable to discover the proprie- 


tv of proposing the * rule or principle’ which he mentions, 


t 
vith the expectation of its answering the purpose there 
le lated. 
Notozius proposes the principle that Paul established, 
Gal. ili $7, and concludes that, * if this rule or principle 


is admitted, all objections arising from the language of the 
Scriptures, when they threaten puntshinent, will) be an- 
vered collectively.” But why so? Was the apostle 
treating onthe n iiure and duration of threatened punish- 
ment, when he established that rule? The reader can 
easily settle this question, by turning to the passage refer- 
redto. All the o:thodox writings which I have read, adinit 
that the promises of God are made to his peopie, 1. e. real 
believers, and that not one of them will fail. The law is 
not against the promises, and of course, the promises are 
ot against the law. But, Notorius thinks ** the law is 
subordinate to the gospel, Xe. admitted ; 
ut it does not settle the question 1a dispute betw een Uni- 
he Orthodox, unless it can be shown, that 
the gospel contains no threatenings. Was notthe minis- 
try of Jesus. the gospel ministry? Then examine the 
somerous, awful denunciations which he delivered against 
the wicked ; especially, Mark, 16,16. St. Paul was a 
minister of the New ‘Testament, and he testifies that 
‘those who obey not the  eenpes of Christ, shall be fur- 
nished with everk ‘struction,’ &c. Yea more, he 
isseits or implies, that those who abuse the gospel, shall 
enduie a sorer punishment, than was threatened by the 
aw. Heb. 10.28.29. 1 should be very much instructed, 
i Novories would inform us, how his universal rude,can 
pply. in the above cases. 
fut itis the opinion of Netorius that if punishment is 
a MEAN, and not an END, then no punishment whatever 
ss misery of the wicked. ‘This looks 
to me rather too much like taking things for granted. 
Now, it should first be premised that the END to be an- 
swered by the whole administration of God, is, his own 
clory. ‘Pherefore, both the happiness of the righteous 
and the misery of the wi 
that end. The mi ery of the damne d may be the appoint. 
| mean, of showing God’s hatred tow ards sin—of glori- 
{vine his inflexible justice—and of securing the Mabon 
goed of bis redeemed and holy kingdom. Butif the mis- 
ery of the wicked is any more ’ 
the righteous, according to Matt. 25. 46, and John. 6. 29, 
I should rv what rule of interpretation, it 
gan be made to appear. 
ji rius tavant that his opposers should agree to 
the prel nary. that punishinent is not END-LESS, but a 
MEAN of effecting the final well-betng of the punished, be- 
fore be eneaged with them, in controversy, ] think he 
would have the ground so prepared, as to ensure him the 
victory 3 for in truth, they would relinquish their doc- 
trine, at the outset. What arguments could a man pro- 
duce in favorof endless punishment, after having agreed 
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that it was not endless 

Though I aim notin favour of long controversies, in 
outed’ | p nublications, yet I think that temperate, can- 
did discussions are useful. I am particularly pleased 
with brief expositions of dificult passages of Scripture. 
Persons like myself, whose occt pations do not admit of 
sy coiticala study of the bible, as we could Wish, are 
snuch edified with such articles. The Brief Exposition, 
tilaustrations, Sketch Preacher, Origen’s Opitulator, and 
other like articles, have contributed not a little to the 
Intelligencer. ‘The controversy between a 
Calvinist and Universalist, has been read by hundreds, in 
this village, with much attention and avidity. 

A candid discusion and Ulustration of difficult points 
and passages, are extremely useful to thousands who are 

either advocates nor opposers of Universalism; but who 
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are halting between two opinions, and need some filena 
them mtoa true u 


value of the 


nderstanding of what they 
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| His cetlancous. 


. MR. WOLT—aearn, 
The readers of the 1 telligencer will doubtless recollect 
that, in the Ist INo. of the present volume, was a letter 
*\spirneaka by me to the Rev. Mr. Hott of Bloomfield, 
it uching his con Juct ip circulating a certain pam phiet, 
{designed as a buslesqgue on Universalism. The letter 1e- 
| feired to was not an attack on Mr. Holt’s religious senti- 
iments; nor did it charge him with unrighteousness be- 
cause his beltef, on some points of doctrine, was different 
from m ine 5 butit was a simple statement of indisputable 
tacts, relative to the sentiments of Universalists, and the 
tracter of the pamphlet which he had been handing a- 
i out. For proofof the correctness of the statements there 
i the propriety of my expostulations, the reader 
is referred to the paimphiet itself on one side, and the 
preaching and wiitings of Universalists on the other. Arid 
junder existing ciicumstances, I cannot possibly conceive 
of but three descriptions of persons, who would be likely 
to condemn the notice I took of the gentleman’s conduct } 
who befriended and circulated the pampliet. 

Ist. Those who believe thatthe conduct of all who 
have been engaged in circulating the pamphlet with their 
approbacion is, like the pamphlet itself, unworthy of no- 
tice, and that therefore I ought to have paid no attention 
to it. 

2d. Those who are so weak as to think the pam- 
phlet worthy of a serious and elaborate refutation, and 
that therefore I ought to have written an answer to that, 
without reproving any of its patrons. 

3d. ‘Those who think that there is, or ought to be,a 
certain previleged order, wWO may misrepresentand abuse 
others without blame, and to whom others should humbly 
bow, not daring to inquire, What coest thou? 

My reasons for not being influenced by either the Ist 
or the 2d objection, are contained in the letter referred to. 
But if there are any of the 3d description, | have only to 
say to such that they are unworthy either of the name 
chiistian or American. 

sut what, after prayerful consideration, I felt bound to 
do as a soleinn duty, | found to be the most painful duty 
that had ever devolved upon me. And now Iam called 
to perform amore painful duty still, Zhen, L only had 
to reason with the Rev. gentleman, in hepe to bring him 
inoie fully to see the real ‘character of his condu et; which 
pethaps, he had not well co eciaased. For I was aware 
that a person who would shrink from the thought of em- 
ploying his dengue in slander, might interest himself in 
ciiculatiug a printed. shect which amounts to the same, 
without considering that he was committing that high 
crime. And inany, no doubt, bave been in the habit of 
speaking unjust rep.oach against a whole order of people 
collectively, who would not attempt to defame the char- 
acter of a respectable individual. But mow, duty calls 
me to shew the public that the Rev. gentleman above 
inentioned, has descended even to this. The following 
letter and certificate will show the course he is pursuing 
to justify his former conduct; and the returns he is mak- 
ing me for inv frank, open and faithful labors of love with 
him. Justice calls,in language two sirong to be disre- 
carded, for the publication ef this matter. 

LETTER. 
To the Selectmen of the tewn of Bloomfield : 

GENTLE wex—W hereas it has been reported in this village, 
by the Rev. Mr Holt, that he has been led to form an unfav- 
orable opinion of my character from the company f have kept 
in Bloomfield, the person on whom I have been in the habit 
of calling, Capt. Seth Wyman, jun. being “ a loose man; ’ if 
you cance onsiste nly give mea true statement of said Wyman’s 
character, that I in ay know whether it will be proper to asso- 
ciate with him hereafter by so doing you will much oblige, 

Your humble sers aon SYLVANUS COBB. 

Waterville, Oct. Ist, 1824. 

ANSWER. 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

The subscribers, Selectmen of the town of Bloomfield, hav- 
ing been requested to give the general character of Capt. Seth 
Wyman, jun. of said town, do give it as our opinion that said 
W yinan sustains as good a character as the best citizens of 
our town ; aud do not think it disreputable for any gentleman, 
ia any situation in life, to call on or associate w ith him 

B ROOKS DASCOMB, ? —— 
JOSEHH EMERY, 
ABRAHAM W\ MAN 
Oct. 11th, 1824. 


ns > 299 
Maces. al 


nN, 4 Bloomfield. 


Bloom fie ld, 


It may not be improper here, to remark, that two of 
the Selectmen above, are members of Mr. Holt’s parish, 
and the other isamember of the Calvinist Baptist Church. 

Christians, what shall we say to this? Letus pray for 
our erring brother, that he may be restored to the true 
temiper and s spirit “ Him who went alcui doing good; so 
that instead ef endeavoring to rob his respectable neigh- 
tbors of that treasure which solomou accounts more valu- 
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able than silver and gol!, he may bring forth the | 
the spirit. which is “jove, joy, peuce, lon.- 
tleness, goodness, talin. mee rari temperance. 

I have vo hardncss towari the man, but feel truly y hy 
for bim; and if he will cffer any thing that will te Ae 
the least to palliate his condvet, I will gladly make 
public. But ié he thinks of helping himself cut of diff 
ty, by destroying others, he wi i! 
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|Of Natuan 8.8. BEMAN, 


of Holy Writ, * Verily there i 
earth.” 
Waterville, Oct. 21, 182 


sa God that Judgeth j in th 


SYLVANUS Cozp. 





PROTEST 

Pastor of the Presl Yylerian 
Church, in droy, N. ¥. egainst the honorary degree jy 
Divinity, conferred on him by Williams College, 


I consider this Honorary Degree as contrary to the spiy. 
it of the gospel, as productive of practical mischief j) 
church of Christ, and so managed at the present iy 
to become liable to additional “animadversion. g 

« fois contrary lo the spirit of the gospel.—Chiist renyo. 
hends with gieat severity the sevibes and pharisees {, 
their fondness for human honoys and distinctions. Tho, 
loved * greetings in the markets, aud to be called of men, 
Rabbi, Rabbi.” The total avoidance of tls spirit he 
solemnly enjoined upon his disciples. * Be not ve ca! 
Rabbi ; for one is your mastey, even Christ, and a 
are brethren.” 
meaning. There is no probability that it Was aimed ata 
mere word. ‘The ferm Rabbi is as innocent as any ies 
term : It contains no intrinsic evil. Itis not a Profane 
word, it simply signifies Master, or Teacher, or poet 
The reasons here assigned why the ministers of Chys 
were not to affect those titles after which the scribes and 
pears s were SO aspiring, are reasons which app ly with 
as much force to the honorary degree of D. D. as to the 
honorary title of RABBI. These reasons are two. Ore 
respects their relations to Christ ; the other, their yea. 
tions to each other. Be ye not called Rabbi—or. Mas. 
ter, or Doctor—for one is your Master, even Chris.” 
He isthe only being who, by way of eminence or distinc. 
tion,sustains the relation of Rabbi, or Master, or Teach- 
er of the Church. ‘The other reason is founded on the 
part ef Christ's ambassadors ;—* and ye all are brethren. 
The assumption or appropriation of titles, honors or au- 
thovity, in the church, which may tend directly to 
in upon the fraternal equality of the ministers of the 208+ 
pel, contravenes the letter and the spirit of this injunction. 
And this is not the only instance in which the Lord Jesus 
has put his hand upon this aspiring temper. When the 
disciples,on a certain occasion, contended for distinction, 
he directed them to leave this contestto the kings and ru- 
lers of the earth. & Ye shall not beso: but he that is 
greatest among you let him be as the younger : and he 
that is chiefy as he thatdoth serve.” Ambition is the 
same principle throughout the universe—whether in ‘ Lu. 
cifer, son of the morning,’ or in one of the sons of Adaw! 
whether covered (though not concealed) by the royal pur- 
ple, or the humbler garb of the ecclesiastic. Incentives 
to ambition ought not to be multiplied and presented by 
the church of Christ. 

* But this title is liable to additional animadversion 
from the manner which it is often conferred. In the re- 
marks which I make under this particular head, 1 do vot 
intend to abandon the ground takenabove. The thing 
wrong * ab initio,’ and no management could Impait to 
a Christian character. By the right of prescription it 
wears a Christian name, but this is all. What. distiic- 
tion is intended to be marked out by this | he eanets degree: 
Is it age, ov talents, or orlhodoxy, ox erudition 2 Foimer- 
ly this title w as reserved for old age, andit was conferred 
upon those only who were venerable for years. Butnow 
nothing is more common than for the mere sfripling to 
have D. D. appended to his name 3 and when the man 
and his title are put tage ther, the association jar ds me 
of young David a-rayed in the armour of Kin gs Saul—il s 
rather cumbersome to the Lap. If this d egree were allow- 
able on any principle, the very best thing ‘be 


vo 
\e 


Now this injunction certainly has sep, 


break 


which ander) t 
done with it, would be to reserve it in al! cases for thos se 
whose active days bave gone by, and who are sinking iv 

dotage. It might answer very well as a grave rattle to 
amuse second childhood. Is it conferred alone t pen tal- 
ents? It is not to be denied, that many men of the first 
intellectual eminence in the church have received this 
distinction. And, on the other hand. it is manifest that 
others equally distinguished for mental elevation aici 
lived and died without the tithe. But one would be te! 

ed to think that the COLLEGES had, jin some instances, 
gone by the same rule which the apostle tells us, waz ta} 
eb in fitting and tempering the members of the buma: bo- 
dy to, sether, and hi ave + given more abundant honoi 
that part which decked.” As to orthocczy, the title of D- 
D. would furnish a poorcriterion. There ave all sorts | i 


?. 


men in the ministry, and al] sorts of Colleges to give tes 
as occasion may require, a literary or theological put. 





. ee : ball 
frequently happens, at the present Cay, that a main 
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. os a sah As : . 
an one that passes for a clergyman—!s dubbed Doctor 
bi ne ar ; , rats a - 
be ; : Divinity, who bas about as much yecersten for ms 
} ‘bh and its peculiar doctrines, as was Cherished by 
sibie ¢ é r a nat 
” pavid Hume or fhomas Paine. 
4nd Iam happy to say that I am not alone in these 
. : ti nts. A Professor ina Theological [ustitution and 
it ptiments.  - , oe vp be eget 
pre of the first biblical scholars of the age, has rejected 
Uls one ‘ 


MU the honor firice conferred. Others who now wear the D. 
t D. as cracefully as any men, once entertained the same 
opinions : but, when put to the trial, they have made ship- 
oa ck of this part of their faith. hey can now adopt the 

Latin maxim: fe Sia dl 
« Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur * tee y , 
The times alter, and we accommodate ourselves to the changes 


U of the times. 
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‘ OBJECTIONS—answeEReEb. 
: 4 communication is before us, which appears to have been 
ntended as a refutation of the * Illustration” of the parable 
of the sheep and goats, which we published in the 3d yolume 
¢ the Intelligencer ; but the reply, (if such it may be called) 
isso prolix, indirect and confused, that we should not fee! 
ustified in giving it an insertion in our columns. For the 
é cake of accommodation, however, we will select three of the 
i principal OBJECTIONS to OUr explanation, and subjoin a brief 
r reply. Should our friend * Methodist” be able to point out 
i any instance in which we have done violence to the pith and 
é F marrow of his argument, we promise to give him areasonable 
and satisfactory explanation, The following is the subsiance 
of a long and elaborate communication. 


as 
° and the goats, or the righteous and wicked, in the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, is not a parable, as must be evident 
| to every person who will pay even a cursory attention to 
the subject. That part of it, in which Jesus is represent- 
edasa Shepherd, partakes of the nature of a parable ; 
but when he is called a King, it is a plain history of a 
, most important event. 
2. Jesus acted as a Prophet in his //fe, and as a Priest 
; in his death; but he does not assume the real characte: 
ofa King till he appears the second time, not in the king- 
, lom which he set up in the hearts of his believing people, 
butin another kingdom, called the kingdoi of glory, pre- 
: pared from the foundation of the world. 
3. The Saviour asserts in the passage alluded to, that 
ill nations shall be gathered before him, which must mean 
allthe human family. The righteous, which includes al! 
who ever have, now do, or ever shall sustain that charac- 
ter, are to be seated on his righthand; and the wicked. 
which means all that shal! then sustain that character, are 
to be placed on his left hand. This separation is final, 
and admits of no alteration. The state of each is fixed 
for eternity. A MeriopistT.” 


“ “I, The passage which gives an account of the sheep 


REPLY. 

Tn answering the above, our remarks must be brief, as we 
not consider it necessary or proper, to repeat many of the 
“(guments which appeared in the * Illustration” in our Jast 
volume. 

Our correspondent, in his first objection, has not treated us 
with common civility. Heat least intimates, that we have at- 
“inpted to explain a passage at great length, as a parable, 
“ind yet, have never so much as given ita cursory examina- 
‘on. But we are convinced it will be difficult for him to make 
‘ndid readers believe, that we published that exposition of 
‘he passage, without giving it careful and critical attention. 

Is it an evidence of scrutinizing examination for ‘ Metho- 
ust” to suggest, that the word “ Shepherd” is more congenial 
with parabolic instruction, than the word * King?” Now the 
—_ is, there is no name more frequently mentioned in the 
‘ew-Testament, in connection with parables, than the word 
“hich our friend adduces as an evidence that the passage is 
-" parable. The mode of instruction * partakes as much 
' ‘me nature of comparison,” when Jesus is called a King, as 
7 _ he is Styled a Shepherd § In parables it is not only said, 
; What King going to make war, &c. and “ A certain King 
— @ marriage for his son ;” but even in all those, ia which 

the King-dom of heaven” is so variously represented, the 


AUthority - Be . ; 
‘onty ofa King, is also recognized. 


We really hope our 


before he again accuses us of being wholly inattentive to their 
meaning 

In relation to the second Objection to our views, it is ad- 
mitted that Jesus is styled a “ Propbet, Priest, and King,” in 
the New Testament; butit remains to be proved, that, he 
will ever assume the latter character, asa “ Judge,” in any 
other kingdom than that, which he established in the hearts of 
real believers, when he was on earth. We demand of our 
friend ** Methodist” to produce his scripture proof, that our 
Saviour has “a kingdom of glory,” in addition to “the kingdow. 
of peace, and joy, and righteousness in the holy Ghost.” ‘The 
idea is truly novel and extraordinary, that King Jesus has 
It cannot be admitted, till itis proved ; and 
that time will never be. 


two kingdoms. 


We ask for those scripture texts, in which it is asserted that 
our Lord will judge the world, according to the common ac- 
ceptation of the term, inthe character of aking. Inthe di- 
vine testimony it is said, * the Lord is our judge, the Lord is 
J 


our law giver, the Lord is our King; he will save us.” Isai. 


xxxlil, 22. Wedo not believe it ¢an be shown, that Jesus 
will ever act in the kingly capacity, in any way to prevent 
his reigning in righteousness, from sea even unto sea, and 
from the rivers to the ends of the earth. 

We hardly think it necessary to multiply arguments to prove 
that the phrase “ all nations,” does not include the whole hu- 
inan family, as used in the discourse of our Lord to his disci- 
ples, which commences at the 24th chapter of Matthew, and 
is continued to the end of the 25th. We read, chapter 21, 
verse 9, ** and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's 
sake ;” but who docs not discover that this cannot mean the 
whole human race? Would they be hated of themselves, and 
by the righteous, as well as others ? It isacknowledged, even 
by Dr. Adam Clarke, the famous Methodist commentator, 
that the words al/ nations, in the parable of the sheep and 
goats, literally signifies, all the Gentile nations; though he 
presumes thatothers may be included. But ovrargument is, 
as may be seen by referring to the Hiustration, in the 3d_ vol. 
of the Intelligencer, that a great proportion of mankind could 
not be justly condemned for not having “ fed,” “ clothed,” 
‘and visited” the Saviour, in the manner spoken of in the 
parable; and for this good reason, viz. because they never 
had an opportunity of doing it. Those who die in their in- 
fancy, and millions ofothers, are neither righteous nor wick- 
ed, according to the account there given. 

Wecannot believe that any reasonable man, who will suf- | 
fer himself to reflect on the subject, as he would*on many 
other disputable points, will continue to believe that those 
‘on the left hand,” include all wicked men, of all desc rip- 


tions. Hear the testimony of Dr. Clarke, a greater than 








whom, cannot be named among Methodists. His words, at 


the very close of his comment on the 25th of Matthew, are as 


follows :-—“ Let it be remaiked, further, that the punishment 
inflicted on the foolish virgins, the slothful servants, and the 
cursed who are separated from God, was not because of their 
personal crimes ; but because they were not good and uscful 
in the world. Their lives do not appear to have been stained 
with crimes—but they were not adorned with virtues. They 


are sent to hell, because they did nogood. They were not re- 





newed ip the image of God; and hence did net bring forth 


fruits to his glory. If these harmless people are sent to perdi- 
tion; what must the end be ofthe wicked and the profligate ?” 

Our friend cannet fail to discover, that this learned, able 
and discriminating commentator, was so far of our opinion, 
as to admit that those on the “ left hand,” did not inelude but 
asmall part of such characters as come short of the glory of 
Got. So far from believing, asthe objector does, that they 
embrace all such as shall be found wicked at the judgment, 
Dr. Clarke does not admit that avy of the personally wicked, 
are included. 





He calls them ‘ harmless people,” in distinc- 
tion from “ the wicked and progigate.” Neither does the Dr 
believe that the “ hell,” “ the everlasting punishment” into 
which they departed, is much, in comparison to “ the end of 
But, if thei 
was endiess torture, what, in the name of com 


the wicked and profligate,” as he calls them. 
** perdition” 
mon sense, could be so much worse ? 

As to ** the separation’s being fine], admitting of no altera- 
tion,” our readers must consider, that, it is easier said than 
proved. As no such thing is mentioned, we ask for proof, ne 


assertions. That sentiment never can be substantiated until 








he following text are shown to be spurious. ‘ For as by one 
man’s disobedience many were made sinners ; so by the obe- 
That 


hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign, through 


dience of one, many shail be made righteous. as sin 
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For God hath concluded them atu in unbelief, that he might 


hav@ MERCY upon ALL.” 





Rev. Mr. CUMMINGS’ SERMON, 

Having carefully perused a Sermon by Rey. Asa Cum- 
mings, of North-Larmouth, in which he delineates, at great 
length, and with much perspicuity of style, the character of 
the late Dr. Mircurns., of that town, we cannot but express 
Our astonishment, that the preacher should have spent so 
much time and labor, in pointing out the imperfections, little 
errors, and peculiarities in the Doctor’s conduct From what 
we have been able to learn of Dr. Mitchell’s character, and 
standing in society, we must consider Mr. Cummings’ labor- 
ed, and in many instances, farfetched apologies, in his behalf, 
as altogether gratuitous and unnecessary. But these obser- 
vations would not have been offered, were it not for the glar- 
ing inconsistency of the Sermon. After the preacher had ex- 
hibited the character of a christian man, inas amiable a light 
as he deserved, he then, virtual/y contradicts himself in the 
following manuer * 

“ My delineation, instead of exceeding the truth, must fall 
very far short of your conceptions of his excellence. But we 
niust not forget, that he was, according to his dativ confess:ou 
while living, a GREAT SINNER: and that he had specttic 
faults, must be evident to all whoknew him ; for like spots ou 
the sun, they attracted the gaze and remark of all.” 

The preacher goes on to speak of the Doctor's selfesteem, 
excessive humor, exhaustiess fund of anecdote, want of so- 
briety, flashes of wit, frequent extravagance and hyperbole in 
his expressions, blameable carelessness, want of punctuality, 
and many other faults, too numeroustomention. Now where 
isthe consisteney of such descriptions. Either Mr. Cum- 
mings believes that Dr. MircurLe was a Grear sinner while 
Hving, or he is himself a greathypocrite. Butas the Doctor 
was killed in an instant, as we have reason to believe, what 
grounds have we toconsicder him qualified for heaven and glo- 
ry? Ifhe meets with no change after death, willhe not remain 
a great sinner toeternity ; will be notexhibit his seli-esteem, 
humor, anecdotes, wit, extravagance and other faults. Aec- 
cording to Mr. Cummings’ sermon, such a character as the 
above, is the most excellent character on earth; and a man 
who wasa GREAT SINNER while living, was translated im 
a moment, to perfect felicity ! Let no more be said about li- 
centious doctrine, though it be argued, that sinners go to 
heaven !! 








Itis ascertained that Br. Barzitiar Streeter, has taken up 
his connexion with the Church and Society tu Sulem, (Mass 
and 1s about to remove to the City of Troy, (N. Y.) to minis- 
ter to the Universalist Society, in that place. May the Lord 
smile upon his labors, and render them a lasting and exten 
sive blessing to the people. 


A new Society of Univrersalists has been recently organized 
in Camden, (Me.) to wham, tt is expected, Br. Dew will min- 
ister a fourth part of the time forthe yearto come. He isalso 
to be ermployed a part of the Sabbaths in Thomaston, andthe 
remaining part in Be/fust, the placé of his intended residence. 

We seriously recommend to our friends tn Thomaston, not 
to lose any time in forming themselves into a regular Society 


Scarcely a week passes by, without bringing us seriouscom- 
plaints from various directions, that the Christian Intelligen- 
cer is not regularly received. We have more directions toi 
discontinuance on that account, than all others. But as the 
papers are carefully done up at this office, mailed and sent 
abroad with the utmost punctuality, itis rather dithicult to as- 
sign a reason for the frequent failures of which our friends 
complain. Is itnot most probable that, as the papers are not 
always called for, immediately alter they arrive at distant 
post oflices, or places where they are left, proper care is not 
takendo preserve them for the Subscribers? Post-Masrenrs 
and orHers, will be kind enough to consider, that, most ofour 
patrons wish to preserve these papers for binding, when the 
volume is entire. ‘They are therefore, im duty bound, to see 
thatthey are not injured ordestroyed, but sately delivered to 
the owners. 


TO CORRLSPONDENTS. 
Mrs. EF. H. Cone’s communication is gratefully received, 
and will appear in our next. 
We cannot insert Innovator’s” answer to “ Inquirer's’ 


questions, tillwe have seen his concluding arguments 


” 





MARRIED, 
In this town, by Elder S. Rand, Mr. David Shaw, of Bruns 
vicek. to Miss Lydia Robinson, of this towa.—-Mr. James O.- 
Welch, of Westbrook, to Miss Eunice Mi. Watts, of this town 


DIED, 


At the prison, in this town, of consumption, on the 29th ule, 
Mr. Edmund C. Delano, of Cumberland. 
In Shoreham, Vt Hon. Cuances Ricn, aged 55, a Repre 











Sndent will read the scriptures with more attention, | 





sentative in Congress. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


HUMAN LIFE. 
As on the rude, teimpest’ous sea, 
When stormy winds, impevous rise, 
When black’ning clouds, terrific, spread 
Their mantles round the vaulted skies ; 
When, with their long and threat’ning roar, 
Loud peals of thunder rend the air, 
Dread lightnings dart their flaming shafts, 
And paint the gloom, with awful glare : 
High, on the mountain billow’s top, 
The little shallop, mounting now, 
Stands, trembling, on the giddy height, 
Or plunges in the gulf below : 
Thus, on the stormy sea of life, 
While howling tempests, round him, roar, 
Sails man, amid the darksome gloom, 
That hides, from view, the distant shore. 
‘lid threatning dangers, now he soars 
High, on the angry billows height, 
Or sinks into the dark abyss, 
Among the fearful shades of night. 
Yet. as the “sea boy’s” watchful eye, 
Catches the Sun’s first cheering ray, 
And through the distant cloud, descries 
And welcomes the returning day : 
‘Triumphant shines the radieut bow, 
And nature’s wild convulsions, cease, 
Fear lull'd to rest, hope smiles around, 
And breathes the gentle strains of peace. 
Thus, tho’ a thousand ills surround 
And lurking dangers thickly press, 
Tho’ secret care, and pallid fear, 
And gloomy doubt torment the breast ; 
Tho’ adverse gales, around us roar, 
Aud waves of grief run “ mountains high,” 
Hope lulls our troubl’d souls to rest, 


And points to heay’n, the tearful eye. J. FRIEZE 











FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


MAHOMET. % 

ManHomert, the son of a Pagan and Jewess, was born 
in Mecca,a city of Arabia, A.D. 570. Owing to the 
poverty of his parents, he did not enjoy the advantages of 
an edueation. His father died when Mahomet was but a 
child, and he was taken under the guardianship of his 
uncle, who employed him, when of sufficient age, to go 
with his caravans from Mecca to Damascus; or as some 
say, took him into Assyria, and entrusted him in the bu- 
siness of a merchant. At the age Of 28,*he married a 
widow of great wealth, and was at once placed ona level 
with the richest in Mecca. Thus raised to advautagous 
circumstances, he formed his plan for establishing a new 
religion, by imposing himself on the people, as the Prophet 
of the Most High. At first, he cautiously opened his 
views to his own family; he next made converts of his 
nearest relations, and having invited about forty persons 
to an entertainmeot, he addvessed them, in substance thus: 
* No man can offer his kindred a greater blessing than I 
can now offer you,——happiness both in this life and that 
which is to come. Who among you will become my as- 
sistant, and my vicegerent.” After a short hesitancy, one 
4li arose, declared he would stand by him, and vehe- 
mently threatened those who should oppose them. Ma- 
homet soon began to preach publicly, upbiaiding the peo- 
ple for their idolatry, obstinacy and perverseness. He 
was opposed and often threatened with destruction; but 
nothing could intimidate him in the least. He was artful, 
persuasive and pe.severing. In the 12th year of his mis- 
sion, he announced his marvellous tour from Mecca to Je- 
rusalem, from thence to heaven, where he conversed with 
God, as did Moses on the Mount. Some of his followers 
discredited the story, but others who were more influen- 
tial, giving it full credit, it raised his reputation to an as- 





tonishing height. Tie next year, one Masal returned to 
Mecca from Midina, with 73 men and 2 women, who had 
embraced the prophet’s doctrine, and offered to assist him 
in his great work; he accordirgly reecived them after 
putting them under the most solemn obligations to defend 
him, as they would their own wives and children; but if 
they lost their lives in his defence, they were to be re- 
warded with Paradise. Thus far he had propagated his 
religion by persuasion, flattery and the promise of great 
rewards. Being compelled however to flee to Midina for 
safety, he soon made additions to his spiritual soldiers, 
and proclaimed his authority from the Almighty, to defend 
his religion by the sword. 

To add to the dignity of his pretentions, Mahomet em- 
ployed one Sergius, a Jewish monk, to assist him in com- 
posing and writing the alkoran; a book of 114 chapters, 
of very unequal lengths; abounding with the most extra- 
ordinary compilation of inconsistent and absuid theories 
aud precepts. The Koran asseits the divine legation of 
the Prophet, and contains numerous threatenings against 
infidels, or such as dispute his mission. The composition 
is frequently obscure, the work destitute of connexion, and 
would probably excite little attention but for its silly and 
sublime accounts of miracles, and revelations. In the 
22d chapter, the Imposter first asserts his right to defend 
his faith with the sword; after that, such accounts are 
frequent. 

Atthis rash and adventitious step, his whole system 


{ might have been exposed, had he not put to death, all his 


confidants, who understood his infernal plot. Thus feed 
from disquietudes he gave full exercise to his ambition, 
rapacity and cruelty. His religion required blind obedi- 
ence of an ignorant, enslaved people. Placing himself at 
the head of a credulous and submissive army, Mahomet 
extended his temporal and spiritual dominion, probably 
beyond his own early expectations. He promised his 
fiithful soldiers infinite recompence in heaven, for the in- 
jusies they might sustain in his cause; an: to inflame 
their ambition to desperation, led them to expect the so- 
ciety ef celestial beautics in Paralise, of whose charms 
the angel Gabriel could not form too high a conception. 
At his death, Mahomet said he was “going to repose 
in the arms of the Eteinal.” He was put into a spacious 
Vault, contiguous tothe grand Mosque of Midina, in which 
a boX of cofin, supposed to have contained his body, is 
said to stand, erect, delached from ali around it; proba- 
bly owing to its being made of steel, disguised by some 
kind of composition, and elevated by some magnetic pre- 
paration, which to the observer is indiscoverable. In this 
brief sketch, [T shall omit a more detailed account of the 
vault and its splendid furniture. OBSERVATOR, 





STATE OF MAINE. 
BY ALBION K. PARRIS, 


GOVERNOR OF THE 8TATE OF MAINE: 


A PROCLAMATION, 


fora Day of Public Thanksgiving and Praise. 





Torender thanksgiving and praise to their infinite Ben- 
efactor is the duty and privilege of men. We are the 
creatures of His power, in whom He has an unalienable 
right; rational creatues, made capable of rendering the 
exalted tribute ; dependant creatures, who rely every 
moment on His goodness for existence and happiness ; 
favored creatures on whom He has lavished the blessings 
of His bountiful providence ; guilty creatures, to whom He 
has extended His gracious compassion, through the 
atonement of His Son. Our obligations, indeed, can vev- 
er be fulfilled ; but we are permitted to acknowledge and 
express them. And He, who ts * fearful in praises” has 
condescended to say to guilty men, * Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth me. Offer unto God thanksgiving, and 
pay thy vows to the Most High.” 

The paises of individuals, families ‘and religious soci- 
eties are prescribed inthe word of God. There also we 
find imtimations that He expects the same tribute from 
Commonwealths and nations; but it devolves on the civil 
mazistrate to remind his fellow-citizens of the duty and 
designate a time for the united offering. 

In compliance, therefore, with the custom ofour ances- 
tors, and with the expectations of the people, I have 
thought fit to appoint, and with the advice of the Coun- 
cil, do hereby appoint THURSDAY the second day of 
December next, to be observed by the inhabitants of this 
State.asa DAY OF PUBLIC THANKSGIVING AND 
PRAISE, 

And I do earnestly recommend, that all secular business 
and recreation be suspended, and that the day be devoted 
to God as a religious solemnity ; that all religious societies 
assemble im their several houses of public worship, that 
we may with one voice * speak of the mercies of the Lord. 
and utter the memory of His great goodness.” Let 
legislators and magisti:ates, ministers and people assemble 
in His courts and * praise the name ef the Lord, for 


= tra 
His name alone isexcellent, His glory is above the heay 
ens.” Let us remember the mercies of the present year. 
the mercies of our whole lives, and “ the mercy which ;, 
from eve:lasting to everlasting upon them that fea, 
Him.” Let us praise Him for a rational, social and jm, 
mortal existence :—for our location in the most fayore, 
portion of the earth :—for the daily and annual bounties 
of His providence :—for the light of His gospel, an, 
redemption by His Son. Let us remembey the years of 
our fathers’ toils and sufferings, and * the years of the 
right hand of the Most High,” when He brought them 
over the great waters ; when He nurtured them in thy 
wilderness; when He was their defence in Savage y are 
fare and under the unnatural oppressions of their payen; 
country ; when His peculiar blessing enabled them t, 
lay the foundation of our present unexampled prospe;. 
ity and happiness. Let us bless Him for the institution o: 
a governinent in this State, and in these United States to 
which all other nations are strangers and for which 
many ofour fellow men have this year been contending jp 
vain. Let us praise Him for the continued administra. 
tion of justice; the maintenance of peace ; the genera! 
prevalence of health ; a favorable season, and an abup- 
dant harvest. Let us be thankful that the pestilence 
which has desolated some parts of our land, has not beep 
suifered to prevail here : that we have been preserved 
from extensive calamitics in an unusual devree : tha 
the labors of our citizens in their various enterp: izes have 
een favored with success : that our seminaries of edy- 
cation have enjoyed the smiles of Providence : that y 
many ofthe people of this State have been favored wit) 
the ministrations of the gospel: that some poriions of 
this and other States have been specially blessed with 
showers of divine g ace: that many, while enjoying the 
richest blessings, have pitied the oppressed and enslaved 
of other countries, and communicated the gospel to those 
who sat in darkness ; and that mercies past enumeration 
have fallen upon us, notwithstanding our continued 
unworthiness. 

In view of our peculiar blessings, our iniquities do in- 
deed appear great, avd our transgeessions infinite. Let 
our oblation of gratitude be, therefore, attended with the 
sacrifice of broken hearts and contiite spirits. Letus la- 
ment our abuse of the favors of God, our disregard oj 
His authority, our unbelicf and disobedience to the gos- 
pel, and the teo general prevalence of immorality and 
vice; and let us beseech Him, for the sake of His Son, to 


‘forgive our iniquities, and to draw all our hearts’ to Him- 


self, that a people so highly favored may no more traus- 
Eress. 

And on this occasion, let us commend ourselves and all 
our social, civil and religious interests to His favor -and 
protection : praying that our spared lives may be cevoted 
to His praise: that succeeding years may be crowned 
with His goodness: that His wisdom and grace may be 
abundantly bestowed on all in authority in our State and 
Nation: that He would continue unimpaired our gov- 
ernment, institutions and privileges: that He would 
never suffer our beloved country to be again involved in 
war: that He would set up Lmmanuel’s dominico in 
every heat, and dwell among us fom generation to 
veneration : and that He would soon extend the blessings 
of libe:ty, of science, of elective government, of perpetual 
peace and of gospel light to al] that Cwell upon the earth. 

GIVEN at the Council Chamber, in Portland, tle 
fourth day of October, in the year efour Lori 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four, «it 
in the forty-ninth year of the Independence of v 
United States of America, 

ALBION K. PARRIS. 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
AMOS NICHOLS, Secretary of Slate. 





THE SAFE RETREAT. 

“ Retreat from your dishonorable courses, ye who by 
licentiousness, ext:avagance, and vice, are abusers of tie 
world! You are degrading, you are ruining yourselves. 
You are misemploying the gifts of God; and the giver 
will not fail to punish. Awake to the pursuits of men 
virtue and honor. Break loose fiom the magic circles 
within which you are at present held. Reject the poison 
ed cup which the enchantress Pleasure holds up to you! 
lips. Draw aside the veil which she throws over you! 
eyes. You will then see other objects than you now be 
hold. You will see a dark abyss opening beneath you! 
feet. You will see virtue and temperance marking ové 
she road which conducts to true felicity.”—BL- IR. 
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